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Abstract

This article explores Milepost (1962-64), a landmark play by Sayeed Ahmad (1931-2010)
that signals a distinctive turn in Bangladeshi dramaturgy. Departing from Beckettian
impulses, Milepost is constructed through mechanisms embedded in the articulation of
indigenous reality. While a “milepost” typically refers to a roadside marker indicating
distance from a particular location, Ahmad’s use of the term is metaphorically radical. In
the play, the spatial limits of the titular milepost remain unknowable, mirroring the
characters' uncertain trajectories and metaphysical disorientation—underscoring a
profound existential crisis. Set against the backdrop of intensifying socio-cultural self-
awareness, the article seeks to unravel the play’s inner significance through a critical
interrogation of dramaturgical forms that, while bearing European imprints, remain
unbound by rigid formalism. There exists a significant dearth of research on Sayeed
Ahmad's oeuvre, particularly within the Bangladeshi academic sphere. Yet, his
dramaturgy imaginatively reconfigures the theatrical landscape of the Bengali
imagination, planting seeds for scholarly inquiry. While Milepost resists conventional
realism, its aesthetic legitimacy remains unassailable. The play’s abstract layering—
situating an inanimate object at the narrative center—compels both spectators and
scholars toward deeper hermeneutical engagement. Anchored in the political and social
matrix of pre-liberation Bangladesh, this study investigates how an object can be
foregrounded as the protagonist within dramatic structure. Through a methodologically
hybrid approach—combining positional neutrality with empirical observation—the essay
endeavors to decode the dramaturgical and philosophical mechanics at play. Ultimately,
it will argue that Milepost: Observing in Native Reality emerges as a cultural and
historical vessel: a theatrical embodiment capable of reflecting the complexity and spirit
of Bangladesh’s lived experience.
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signal — system When an individual plays a part he implicitly requests his observes to take
seriously the impression that is festered before them . They are asked to believe that the
character they see actually possesses the attributes he appears to possess, that the task
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It is important to develop and articulate theories concerning how performances a
regenerated, transmitted, received and evaluated in pursuit of these goals, performance

studies is insistently intercultural, inter-generic and inter-disciplinary®® |
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The concept of ‘performing in everyday life’ is a central aspect of performativity, as
envisaged by Schechner. ‘Performativity is everywhere — in daily behavior , in the

professions, on the internet and media, in the arts and in the language.®?
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