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[The Bengal Famine of 1943: Socio-Economic Crisis]
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Abstract

The Bengal Famine of 1943 was a devastating man-made disaster that resulted in millions
of deaths due to starvation, disease, and social upheaval. Triggered by British colonial
policies, World War Il disruptions, and a series of natural calamities, the famine
disproportionately affected the rural population, particularly agricultural laborers and
sharecroppers. The British governmentOs failure to provide adequate food relief and the
hoarding of rice by traders exacerbated the crisis. The famine highlighted the
vulnerability of BengalOs economy, which had been suffering from rapid population
growth and inadequate agricultural development. Despite external aid offers, the British
administration’s negligence and prioritization of military needs over humanitarian
concerns contributed to the severity of the disaster.
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The famine was causes by a failure of the grain market, precipitated by the disruptive
impact of a cyclone of the previous year, the psychological effects of the war in Burma,
cut-off of grain imports, and widespread distrust of the government. The effect of these
market dislocations fell on an economy that had experienced in the last helf-century
rapid population growth without an accompanying increase in agricultural yields, and
therefore more vulnerable to natural or man-made crises than before. The burger on the

food crisis fell disproportionately on the agricultural wage-laborers and sharecroppers,
the numbers of whom had grown significantly.
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rural patrons exhaust their resources and no longer able to succor their dependents.
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F bro IR AIIM-21% il - 1% Q47 S0 A% S@EN Jl CHGF G {98 IR |
GIF (AT AR 358 AN (WG AW ¢ % *1T [ =7 | 379 W y589 e e
A5 I T TS T BIZCS S0 % TOET TRAM I 27 |© TS (T o] [0
AL ST ARG @, 8 T 9w Meere $989 R ARER @ “Afwre =1y foet
o yfoF WEGO 29[ ol M| FE R0 IRAGCACS 99 bIRroe I *F TeAfre
AR (78 7iow = R | IS AVTFET ([A0Q RO 2 = @7 I 27T 358 AW
TS I A 51 B @, EATA ST AT A | Q I T T T <00 |
Y582 TR TMIFCE (FEHOR @ T FIeTF T+ f2eT 9 BIpl ©f (0T I2Ca« (*ITF (A7
53 BRI | Ot 78T I=AefeIre (A4l (IR (@ DI W 9 B R Wedfs ¢ B
@ @R |

3589 AFR 2RI MEFEANTS Y2 (TR AT AMITOR (Tl (AT | @ JOT & 75
BEAN (GN8N [T SO (Wl IR | I PROFS *1 *1© e voa e
SFT W FC | A ST v Jowr G Tefgf e wrest 92 e |

« I fferE (R g 9 = 8 TARTTEN ooy Afqmed SR f[fy-foay searet
T (AT (A | AN 3589 AR 0 fCO™A (FEISE SAN J&Au @INde
A R GTS Yo TEAT IR TG | @ BT d589 TR 0 8 8 T ot e
BB ([@IFET FC OIS Yoo VH 26 8 00 TF WS 27 | G2 @NRE AT-S 0
AT FE ¢ G SRS I AW TGgW FK 150
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3589 T REA IR YfOCHT (R eiPfod I & AR SO ¢ WiH
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SrAY, AV, SAq, SbdL-5q, Sbdd G S8 I ST (NS ST SRR GOF
o et | sicaaear @2 = Ieeaw Wiba wiger f[esme v of e AT @
SI@R O AT FCE | qTS (7T IR, 2 A6 7S 35 F19e et <, e 98
RIS BT AT QT CAF I 257 GR SNl oo (%1 (@1 | O 3589
AT GRS (0T (O (FICT PO oRICTa et (et |

AIETeE SRS el ETE TS, S589 I IRAT AW Tgw AT AFCAS,
T TFFIS, TG G FoH AAETH PR ATATF AN GOH1R [0S W @, 7RG
ST G G0 24 IR RN e IR | O Ao, Sife T8canst it
Ptm o I Gob1R 8 fore (@, IR forsa e St fres 5 & |

AT (AT T @, S589 AR RO A7 Fiace =W, s 98 SRred g or*
5580 '8 358 T R I A | T8, S589 I 7 IS Frei® et | «R
“The government of India were unable to impress upon London the desperate need for

external supplies. The famine was not even officially acknowledged in the British
Parliament until Ocber 1943.%

5580 AR 0 CILHTT G PO AT T 0T WS FH | IFR TS ICH FCAN
"i?f@m’l‘, o qC9, “Although the famine was not precipitated by crop-failure---it was a

78Y

price-famine, caused by war-time market disturbances.

G2 foTS & AR NP ARSZF 767 QAT | ©fF WO, “Although the famine

was not precipitated by crop-failure ----it was a price-famine, caused by war-time market
disturbances.”®*

I, (+14 e IR @ BErw wiw bifcees Jib+ epia $oe ok W,
BFEAR I 20, ARER N T R (O] TP, O TG S | JOF TG 2= G
A | QT O A, SRR A SR (AF S KETTa - A | T7 A ST, S
AT TR eI, (@ M I [ 5ga2 WO 2T 1 | 3T 3 @ TR e e
R N SRR RYPISFOR, O IRER TS 7947 T @, el YRR <eTiE ¢aNiGT
RS *2g A0S #1170 | GTR AT % FRRE (BI0Y (e 18

TOCFa (IeE e 5589 AT 5 NI 76 ST SRS SRR 2 AW | &
7o e fofv w8 zafee | fofd SRt UMy SmiaR G8 w61 ¢ =7 | =7 9
o Fet 2 fofF e F0dt=e, “The vital problems of India are being treated by

His Majesty’s Government with neglect, even sometimes with hostility and contempt.”®®

AfCF ©2o BIfSeEE wim

G [P T YA AT ANEE I (A0F & T, JAE GRorwa
e & auewaEr T2t sifte farew fMfefe | sroi &b epes 1S femmec
@ AVCF gzee Forst fofT T2 (e 12 | (7 FNER SRS TSR (GIEeT o6
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SIS ROF PR &) SIATed SIofed A1 [RUa*! (A *FT M« SA1F Seals =l
FACET S T AMCFHE Fofd fareiifee s | MiET ge=3 pfowAforma &y o
AR @B rafees S oo o {io«ma frawe sRee S SRre Jee 209 1 9@
2B o Fa S {iow afef iy wafemw @, sromme twE aweE
CORR Wity Jo*ma e[ (e medr &= 1+

G2 WY YERIT 8 ST FRTOR TS AeTs G, F8 viftem wfesrer o @
T | @IS @ ST TEAE T e TRie I AW AS (e, JioH =
FIbe azd I | forefefemre [Ps @BR SF e aFife at gl afsams
SR @8 GISTH (R APlod P00 AR SRSRT ¢ NH NI7Hna G 7+ |
wdfie B FfOCTT T SRS T TR OB IT*T AN TEFH Db S
e vl e | v983-9 formm @ts Jio* sz wfd=g <6 ¢l I/, @i
AV RSB FLFS! N ARFF TS T TG, SCSF B2 oG FIferical, SRred
CTSFGIT o9 (56 fore wiwfy, sRee J{iow et auw @ e Fe S gR
wfEFe-sd AR AT G SIS #1C MEBIHIOF -8 @i F#ifae F3 A, SRS
Wy SR SEie (ST (@1 | MO 217 N7 ©itwd oS s 23 | 91 27 2TIead
G NI S SN (el 7 |

q vferwa Wi fegrez {6 aqwar $3eno sifte «uirs S w1 W@ e
TN T Q@ T2 0@ TS NS FRAG (6 050 AT I3 @, G AW
Churchill’s Sectet War: The British Empire and the Ravaging of India during World War |l
[ “BIBER (AT T&'- ©IF 0o, Bif6eT WNrer FAPE QR T oy Wia Qe Qe
T AMT FRFG HECR, G167 (MFIEE FofF (@Fl8 AMewsR (9 7| I O o
wfEpTel FEEAT (PINRE TqEME & AW TGV G (SFR ! fieang | SRce
T QAT SO N TR, O O #/* THE DRI (A 9T #1140 7S & o
TP GG (IR TTCACA 12 T AR, ©iro b «@fifares @11 s THo
AtEtes @eItd, “Sfy TobT “AIfF SRRd AT G TT8I2 FCAMR | O(F SIFGI «BT
TR F0o 2Fe 2 @, f5g 741 Tow, 7 ¥2 Jra SRSl QNG FLANTS 77,
GR @ To T T, AFT AT M7 AR, ETBIe w@ga 1" bifbte™ «B Jecqa =l
T YREIGITT O, ‘el ARG I8 AP Jdend biace F0 wwwgeyf |7
“ARITR FIOCTF P8 GFES AWT BINGIT Ca Ty ZA( | (WPl 2T ©IAred MY
CER AR AN FAP0e T 117 “toArerfs S (Scorched Earth Policy) @ Rt

They (The British) had presided over one of the worst famines in human history, the Bengal
Famine of 1943, while diverting food (on Churchill’s personal orders) from starving civilians
to well-supplied Tommies. Even Lord Wavell, who had been rewarded for military failure by
succeeding Linlithgow as viceroy, considered the British government’s attitude to India

‘negligent, hostile and contemptuous to a degree | had nor anticipated.?®

MROCF AT [ofF eiemifed <99 @t Bifbe1 IR, ‘I hate Indians. Beastly people

with a beastly religion. The famine was their own fault for breeding like rabbits.*®
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PR A Neq T | 3580 T Ffow et Soifaraf#e =P ¢ ceraeer i vgre |
GNP QR T PRCR | ROT DIIHICT Wegead Jora Afe @vAfcafias aimieas Saistiaet
qR P (I S SR 8 P Buiiiael 8 I *Paga
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Brr ¢ wrfaeasr
> @O SEFS!, ‘AT 89-IF UfO®, NWAIHER O FAN wA” 3w, So
e 200 | https://www.bongodorshon.com/home/story_detail/bengal-famine-of-1943-
britains-worst-human-rights-violation-on-indian-soil
2 TN AR, S e JF, GO, W @I RIS ST (Bengali Translation of
Hungry Benal: War, Famine, Riots and the End of Empire) ((FIETIOl: refbeT, R0%0), Y. b |
Tarakchandra Das. Bengal Famine (1943), As revealed in a Sirveu pf the Destitutes in Calcutta
(Calcutta: University of Calcutta, 1949), p. 1.
SR WA GTAIR IR SR* RS 2R, Wefere @, AR TRMFSrT Foigd qqdl” WEwe
T, TG I, WHT TR, Sb-0d (T 2056 | PG {6 I T 3G @IS &AW1 T =G |
With the end of January 1943, the rice-market began to show unusual symptoms of unrest.
This was the time when the cultivators had their granaries full, when few people came to the
market to purchase food-grains. Yet the market began to experience steady rise---at first show
but gradually it gathered momentum and at last, by the end of May, it jumped to a figure
which was four to six hundred per cent more than the usual price of rice in previous years, at
that period the year. In Chittagong the increase was eight hundred per cent. ...
This reserve ws soon eaten up by the soaring price of rice. At first the ornaments were sold or
mortgaged, then came the domestic animals and domestic utensils. Next those parts of their
poor cottages which had a market, were sold out. These consisted of doors and dindow-sills
and panels, and corrugated iron-sheets. Last of all the implements of occupation were paarted
with. When everything was lost, the helpless people began to live upon wild roots, fruits, and
leaves. The stems and tubers of wild Colocasia antiquorum, were extensively consumed. The
aquatic plants like shapla (Nymphaea lotus) were eaten in large quantity. Molluscs from ponds
were boiled in water and eaten with avidity. We found heaps of shells of snails in front of
almost every house in a number of villages in the District of Howrah. When even these wild
products of their habital became rare they began to move towards the nearest towns. By that
time many of them had lost their health and strength. Lack of food had already undermined
their vitality: consumption of unwholesome food had upset their digestion, and, and, as a
result, most of them fell easy prey to bowel complaints. This was mostly the case with adult
men and women for they had tried their utmost to save the children from the ravages of
hunger. But their sacrifice was of no avail. (pp. 1-2.)
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Amartya Sen, “Ingredients of Famine Analysis: Availability and Entitlements” The Quarterly
Journal of Economics, Aug., 1981. Vol. 96. No.3 (Aug., 1981), p. 441.

Amartya Sen, “Ingredients of Famine Analysis: Availability and Entitlements” The Quarterly
Journal of Economics, Aug., 1981. Vol. 96. No.3 (Aug., 1981), p. 441.

Paul R.Greenough, Prosperity and Misery in Modern Bengal: The Famine of 1943-1944 (New
York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1982), p.

Amartya Sen, “Ingredients of Famine Analysis” Op cit.

Ibid.

Famine Inquiry commission Final Report, Famine Inquiry Commission (John Woodhead,
Chairman), India, 1945, pp. 105-06.

Amarta Sen, p. 52.

“5589 T FfSr=a I 1” Lighteducationbd.
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G GCEA S, JRET T A 0P ZORT (BIP: TSI ARS] &P, 2000), 7. $30-38 |
AN AT, TS A I, GIOw, W @R SMSTErF SWITE (Bengali Translation of Hungry
Benal: War, Famine, Riots and the End of Empire) (ST MefbeT, 2020), . b@-doo |
Tirthankar Roy, “Famines in Late Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century India: The Role of
State Intervention”, Indian Economic and Social History Review, 35, no. 2 (1998): 142-143.
Amartya Sen, Poverty and Famines: An Essay on Entitlement and Deprivation (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1981), 110-112.

Biswamoy Pati, “The Bengal Famine of 1943: A Reappraisal”, Proceedings of the Indian History
Congress, vol. 54 (1993), 425.
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B.M. Bhatia, Famine in India: A Study in Some Aspects of the Economic History of India, 1860-
1945 (New Delhi: Asia Publishing House, 1963), p. 309.
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The Amrita Bazar Patrika, April 3, 1942.

Paul R. Greenough, Olndian Famines and Peasant Victims: the Case of Bengal in 1943-440,
Modern Asian Studies, 1980, Vol. 14, No. 2 (1980), pp. 205-235 Published by: Cambridge
University Press Stable, p. 207. URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/312413.
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Paul Greenough, 209.
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Befrel FTIE, “(@OC 3589 A FOr™a & Feolv! vt T eqrwa $2w9o+ bifte1?”
fJfafsr f9&er JreaTr, https://www.bbc.com/bengali/news-53491284

AT, TRATT: 8 | | *FQ 38R, 7. ¢ |

Paul Greenough, &T¥e |

Famine Inquiry Commission, Report on Bengal (New Delhi: Manager of Publication, 1945),
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