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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to explore the dynamics of the visual industry in Bangladesh
with the emergence of the video streaming platform called OTT (Over the Top). Launched in
2005, YouTube is the first OTT platform around the world. When the subscription-based
OTT platform 'Netflix' started its journey 2007, the global visual content began to undergo a
radical transformation. This scenario become more evident in the corona epidemic. However,
the reality of the media industry in Bangladesh is completely different. Apart from
Bangladesh, there are about 40 crore Bengali speaking people around the world. As a result,
OTT began to develop with emphasis on Bengali language and culture. In 2012, the journey
of OTT started in Bangladesh through 'Bongo BD'. However, with the launch of
subscription-based Indian OTT 'HoiChoi' and Bangladesh's 'Chorki', experimentation and
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commercial competition with Bangla content around the world took a certain shape. In-depth
interviews of 15 people related to OTT (chief executives, producers, directors, performers)
were conducted in the present study through purposive sampling. At the same time, based on
the data provided by them, six contents that generated the most business were analyzed.
Manuel Castells's concept of Network Society' and W. J. T Mitchell's concept of 'Visual
Turn' are used as theoretical foundations here. People are increasingly busy and isolated due
to economic reasons, which is exacerbated by the adoption of networking technologies and
the transformation of lifestyles. OTT emerged to meet the needs of this alienated population.
Yet OTT is not a rival to cinema theatre and TV, but parallel and complementary. Further,
directors and producers are confident to spread their content globally in competition with
foreign OTTs. In this regard we claim that Bangladesh is progressing, they are able to tell
new stories in a new way. But restrictive laws and regulations on content remained a major
obstacle for the flurishment of the OTT sector.
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